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The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. 
Before you decide, ask us to send you written information about our qualifications and experience.

The 50th Anniversary 
Florida appellate courts recently celebrated their 50th year of existence. Sara-Jean Palmer and Debra Sutton attended 
the anniversary celebration at the Hyatt Regency Tampa, where the firm was a Gold Sponsor of the event hosted by 
the Second District Court of Appeal Historical Society.  

In 1957, the Florida Constitution was amended to provide for intermediate appellate courts.  Today, there are five (5) 
appellate districts which, in most cases, serve as the court of last resort.  Thus, when a party wishes to challenge the 
decision of a  trial court judge or jury, the litigant takes that challenge before one of the five district courts of appeal.  
For the Tenth Judicial Circuit, which includes cases in Polk, Highlands and Hardee counties, cases are decided by the 
Second District Court of Appeal.  The Second District Court of Appeal, with its main office on Memorial Boulevard in 
Lakeland, also has a branch in Tampa at the campus of Stetson University, College of Law.

Polk County has had a number of its circuit court judges and attorneys  appointed to the Second District Court of 
Appeal.  These individuals include without limitation, the Honorable Stephen H. Grimes, who ultimately served on 
the Florida Supreme Court as one of its Justices.  Other  Polk County lawyers and jurists serving on the Second District 
Court of Appeal include Monterey Campbell, Oliver L. Green, Edward F. Threadgill, Carolyn K. Fulmer, Charles A. 
Davis, Jr., and Charles T. Canady.  Charles T. Canady was recently appointed by Governor Crist to serve on Florida’s 
Supreme Court. 


